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July 25. 2008

Honorabie Kent Couniy Commissioners
400 High Street
ehestertc'*,,n, l"4D 21 e20

Dear Commissioners;

It has eome to sur attention that there is a prcposal to convert the
Alexander Farm on Maryland Route 2gg north of Massey, Maryland, into a
"annstl't!Ctir-"n enr'l dehr"iq'rtthhla f!l! '' Jl nlrnrr of thr. inf^.mc*ian rqre *rr*antlrr !s4r:srv .vvvtv rrrr. , \ vviry vr irrs rrravrrririli\jai avv vijtivtiiiy iilii;iu

on the proposal, a "Fiscal lmpact Analysis [of the] Kent Reclaimation [sicJ &
Recycling Facility, Massey, Kent county, Maryland" prepared by The Greenlee
/1--.,* l-- l--1 -J-L-) r,,-- 4 i nn^^\ :_ .-.^^r_ - * -r\JlUUP, lllt,. \clllU LIcltgU rJullU lJ, Z.UUOT, 15 CiIUiUSEU.

While our current knowledge of the specifics of the proposal is limited to
tne Greeniee Group anaiysrs, we are concerned that the proposed srte -
currently used as a sand and gravet pit - lies in the headwaters of the Sassafras
River. Specifically, the site stands between the heaciwaters of Jacobs and
Swantown Creeks, both fragile tributaries of the Sassafras. The proposal to use
such an environmentally sensitive site as a dumping ground for "wood, metal,
brieks , , , and masnnrv. cement and eoncrete. glass. singles and rnofing
material, Blaster and plasterboard, carpets, floor and wall tile, asphalt, insulation
material, pipes, wires, and appliances, and debris derived from land clearinE
epereticns, such es tree st';mps, rost mats, blish anC limbs, !oge, tcpscil,
vegetation . . . rock . . . paper or cardboard packaging, spacing or building
materials . . . paint containers, caulk containers, or glaze containers" appears
uuhoiiy iircc'nsisteni wiili i(erri County's stated coniniitnient tu ttie prcservatiorr ui
its natural resources.

tt is remarKable tRat sucn a proposai wouiO surtace in Kent Uounty atter a
similar proposalfor the Unicorn Lake area of Queen Anne's County - which
feeds Kent County's Chester River -- was so soundly rejected by the Maryland
Legislature. The negative efFects of a rubble fifl on ground water and surface
waters which feed the already impaired Sassafras River (where the County is
working on strategies to offset those impairments) eould b-re similarly grave.

We want to eonvey to you our deep reservations about this proposal as
we eurrently understand it. We ask that your staff keep the Sassafras Rlver



Honorabie Keni Countv Ccmmissieners

Assoeiation anei ihe ;'esicienis of ihe $assairas Riv*r waiershed inlnrmeej nf any
form*i filings if the prapos*! shoulci rnove f+rurard.

Sir"rcerely.

Kascie i-ierrun John Vail
Dassalras Ktvtrt{.Kt LylrK rresrdent

f;nciesure

ei): Honorable H.i. Finkin
Maryla;':d Senate

l-ionsrable Rieharci Ssssi
Marylanei House of Deiegate*

l-ionorabie Ma{y Roe Waikup
lvlaryland House of Delegates

t-ionurailie Riehard Srnig iel
Maryiand House of Delegates

Honorable'rlrl*yne Gilchrest, Member
U.S. ii+use of Representatives

l-lonsrabie $hari Wiison. $ecretary
Maryland Departmeni of the Environment

Honorabie John Griffin. Secretary
Maryland Department of Naturai Ressurces

Honorabie Douglas Gansler
Attorney General of tt":e Siate of Mar_viand

Kevin Herrrstock. Editcr
Kent Couq_iv Ne_wq


